
 
 

DAY ONE PROCEEDINGS 

August 4, 2020 

California Labor Federation Biennial Convention 
 

On Tuesday, August 4, the 2020 California Labor Federation kicked off its first-ever virtual convention 
with more than 500 delegates from around the state participating via zoom as a safety measure due to 
COVID-19. Labor Federation President Kathryn Lybarger, chairing the convention, welcomed delegates 
by going over the rules for this unique remote convention so that all delegates were clear on how to 
fully participate in debate and voting.  
  
The morning got off to a great start with Executive Secretary-Treasurer Art Pulaski introducing a video 
chronicling the life of legendary civil rights leader Rev. James Lawson Jr., before Lawson appeared via 
zoom to address the convention. Lawson, who appeared just last week giving a poignant speech at the 
funeral of Rep. John Lewis, delivered a fiery speech urging the labor movement to rise in this moment to 
change history.  
  
“The greatest crime of the US is that we built an economy on plantation capitalism and we have millions 
of men and women working every day and still not getting the benefits of their labor,” Lawson said. 
“The antidote for that is organizing." 
  
Lawson’s inspirational address was followed by President Lybarger’s opening address, which carried the 
theme of California labor creating a more just society by meeting the moment. Lybarger commended 
delegates for meeting the moment on safety for workers. By helping pass ACA 5 to get the repeal of 
Prop 209 on the ballot. And to make the wealthy pay their fair share and stand up to the multi-billion 
dollar gig companies and their power grab with Prop 22. 
  
Executive Secretary-Treasurer Pulaski focused on the importance of defeating Prop 22, a harmful 
measure funded by multi-billion dollar gig companies.  
  
“Prop 22 is the biggest union killer we’ve ever faced. It allows gig companies to expand unchecked and 
unregulated in every industry, Pulaski said. “We are the last line of defense. These companies think they 
can buy this election but they’re not counting on the labor movement organizing against the measure 
like we’ve never organized before.” 
  
Next, delegates nominated officers and voted to elect the Executive Secretary-Treasurer, President and 
Vice Presidents. Lybarger, Pulaski and all sitting vice presidents were elected to another term and 



 
 
officers were sworn in by Gunnar Lundberg (Sailors Union of the Pacific), who retired from the California 
Labor Federation Executive Council yesterday after more than 30 years of service.  
  
Delegates then approved the upcoming convention cities – San Francisco in 2022 and Los Angeles region 
in 2024.  
  
Following a short break, delegates were presented policy statements for approval by policy and 
resolutions committee co-chairs Doug Moore and Joseph Bryant. 
  
Delegates approved the following policy statements, which can be viewed in their entirety here. 
  
Enforceable Right to Organize 
Good Jobs and Secure Employment 
Automation, Tech and Future of Work 
Rebuild Public Sector 
Invest in CA 
A Strong Safety Net 
More Equitable Economy 
High quality safe accessible public ed 
High quality universal health care coverage 
Strong Protections for Worker Health and Safety 
Environmental Protection 
Good government and accountable corporations 
Rights of Immigrants 
Union Members, Union Communities 
  
Moore and Bryant then introduced five resolutions for consideration by delegates. Delegates spoke 
passionately in support of racial justice, including holding law enforcement accountable for police 
violence and creating systemic change to a structurally racist system. The following resolutions on racial 
justice were passed by delegates: 
  
Racial, Social and Economic Justice 
Racial Justice Resolution 
Police Brutality 
End the Militarization of Police 
  
“Four of the five resolutions were on racial justice. That’s because it’s a time for change. We need to 
change.” – Jeff Frietas, President California Federation of Teachers. 
  
Delegate Theresa Rutherford in support of the resolution on police brutality – “Enough is enough. Let’s 
not allow this to continue.” 
 
Full resolutions can be viewed here.  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcalaborconvention.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F08%2FCLF_PolicyStatements_V31.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2894e732aba64070be1808d838b9d846%7C2241c0e3f1b94739b0e243b5538a57e1%7C0%7C0%7C637321718150049766&sdata=YOdAf7r0ZsSKz0VNWttcNSh%2BzwGDlW80JedkNvIDZxA%3D&reserved=0
http://calaborconvention.org/resolutions/


 
 
  
Delegates also approved an important resolution submitted by SAG-AFTRA to use union talent when 
filming commercials and other video. Vice President Ellen Crawford reminded delegates that most 
actors and voice-over artists are living paycheck-to-paycheck and are not movie stars, making it all the 
more important for unions to support their work.  
  
President Lybarger then adjourned the proceedings for the day. Delegates will reconvene at 9 am on 
August 5 for Day 2 of the convention, which will include COPE endorsements.  
  
 


